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later, outposts were stationed in forts built here and there
along the border lines, and these little garrisons were a much
more effective sign of French dominion than all the eloquent
proclamations on the trunks of trees. They were not only
small strongholds forming effective military bases in any cam-
paigns against the English, but they deeply impressed the
imagination of the Indian tribes of the Six Nations, who were
led to believe in the power and energy of France as a protection
against the aggressions of the English.

But the English colonists were beginning to realize that
their own claim to the Ohio Valley would be but a visionary
one if they allowed the existence of the French forts without
a challenge. Even the English Government, little as it had
formerly understood colonial problems, were now anxious to
put a check upon these French encroachments.

Accordingly it was resolved to send a formal warning to the
French outposts demanding their withdrawal.

The messenger selected for this important duty was a young
Virginian gentleman named George Washington, who in after-
years was destined to play a still more important part in the
history of North America. He belonged to a family of some
repute and considerable wealth. His father died when he was
a young boy, but, with his elder brother Laurence, he had
received a fair education, though perhaps somewhat below
that of his class. He was skilled in farming and all the
sports of youth, having an especial fondness for hunting, and
in spite of the disadvantages of his upbringing, there was
something of the student in his character, which was more
serious and less boisterous than that of his companions. He
is described as having a grave and old-fashioned courtesy
of manner, being punctilious in his speech and scrupulous in
his dress, while his code of honour was a high one, and his
sense of personal dignity was tempered by a kindly consider-
ation for the feelings of others, and especially for his inferiors*
Young as he was, being only twenty years of age when he was .
selected by Governor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, for the mission